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For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving 
of them be, but life from the dead ?—Rom. xi. 15 
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HIsTORY OF THE CONTROVERSY. 


Continued from page 11. 


In our Inst, we gave an account of the vote reconsidering the 
original proposition for an agency to Europe. That account, 
and the coincidence of names between some of the patrons, and 
particularly the agent, thus unceremoniously laid on the shelf, 
may have suggested to our readers the idea that personal con- 
siderations have entered into this history. This we utterly dis- 
claim. The suggestion cannot apply to the other members of 
the Buard and of the Society who urged and who support this 

ublication. They patronize the publicity of this vote, upon 

broad, and honourable, and righteous principles : with a view to 
the preservation of the funds of all our charitable institutions 
from the grasp of intruders ; with a view to hold up as a beacon 
the names of men, who could so far forget themselves as to 
enter an association with a view to alienate its funds from a 
purpose for which they were originally contributed. 

As to the editor, he has a witness in the members of the com- 
mittee who waited on him, and in the whole Board, that he re- 
monstrated against his nomination as agent; and procured, at 
one time, the striking out of his own name, and the insertion of 
that of another. Dr. M’Leod was first applied to by the com- 
mittee; he declined. ‘They then applied to Dr. Rowan; he de- 
clined, and urged the nomination of Dr. Milledoler. The com- 
mittee, notwithstanding, nominated Dr. Rowan to the Board. 
There he, with others, obtained the striking out of his own name, 
and the appointment of Dr. Milledoler. When Dr. Milledoler 
declined, and Dr. R. was again applied to, he consented to 
take the subject into consideration, to prevent the appointment 
of others, who wanted it, and who were on all hands considered 
improper persons ; and upon conditions which in his case were 
indispensable, but which would not apply to all who might have 
been obtained. This does not look like Senpprintment, nor 


— materials for personal mortification. He is only per- 
‘ou. V. 2 
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sonally aggrieved on account of his brethren. He certainly ne. 
ver could have degraded himself so much as to purchase a seat 
in any Board to which he did not belong, at the price of $1, of 
$5, for the avowed purpose of reconsidering an appointment 
which any of them had legitimately received: this degrading 
act several of his co-presbyters did towards him. He does not 
envy either the feelings or motives which prompted it: they 
were doubtless more intense and agonizing, than his feelings ¢f 
mortification or disappointment. 

In this connection it is proper to take notice of two argument: 
which the self-created Directors used to destroy the agency— 
its expense, and its unpopularity. They had the marvellous can- 
dour to state in the Board, and to propagate elsewhere, that the 
agency would cost the Society $5,000, or $6,000; and some of 
them, that it would cost $4,000, or $5,000 a year; althoug!: 
they had actually heard the letter of the agent read, in which he 
agreed to go, if his congregation would allow him, for less thay 
half the sum they stated ; and in which was a proposition tu which 
if they had acceded and limited the term of bis absence, would 
have reduced the expenditure to less than $1000! 

It was for this purpose mainly, that the letter of the agent was 
published in this history, viz. to correct these misrepresentations. 

It was also alleged, that the measure was unpopular ; and 
reference was had to letters which had been received from all 
parts of the country in proof of the fact—special care being al- 
ways taken never to produce a scrap of one of them. In opposi- 
tion to this, it was urged, and is now repeated, that a circular, 
declaring the intention of the Board to send an agent, had been 
sent to every auxiliary, and every subscriber to [srael’s Advo- 
cate ; and that no expression of dissatisfaction had been lisped 
on the subject; that on the contrary, there were expressions of 
approbation, in the fact, that money had been transmitted, and 
is now in the Treasury, for that specific object. The agent, 
through whom most of the domestic correspondence was carried 
on, referred to his letters, from which it would appear, that not 
more than two had been received, from more than three hundred 
auxiliaries, expressing a doubt as to the expediency of the 
measure. Yet the measure was unpopular!! and _ therefore 
twenty men were justified in coming in to the Board, and voting 
it down! 

We here fully admit the abstract right of these men to tak 
seats as they did. The constitution of the Society makes pro- 
vision for Directors for one year, on the payment of $5, and for 
ministers of the Gospel, on paying $1 entrance money, and $1 

er annum, to become n-elale Directors. But all the w.rid 
Schade with what views such clauses are inserted, viz. to increas¢ 
funds by the creation of honorary members, who are not ex 
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ted to take an efficient part in the direction ; that being else- 
where expressly delegated to elected members. No one ever 
dreamed, till this occurrence roused them from their slumbers, 
and then their dream became reality, that such Directors were to 
come in on a party emergency, and interrupt the regular and 
constitutional proceedings of a Board, to which the Society, at 
their anniversary, had intrusted their interests and responsi- 
bilities. 

There seemed to be some pervading consciousness of this on 
the minds of these very men, on this occasion. For after find- 
ing the power in their own hands, and triumphing in its exercise, 
they did, perhaps to keep up appearances, or if they could suc- 
ceed, to get an agent of their own way of thinking, “resolve,” 
that the whole subject of an agency to Europe be committed to 
a special committee of seven!! as if the subject had not been 
already sufficiently canvassed, after a consideration of two years ; 
and as if they had not committed themselves to vote against it in 
their determination to reconsider ! 

The seven were seiected from among themselves and others 
who had gotten the “ new light,” that it was desirable to be with 
the majority ;—objections being actually made against mem- 
bers of the Board who were committed in favour of the measure! 
And co they adjourned from the memorable Thursday, the 6th of 
April, to Tuesday the 11th. 

Five-days after the adjournment, «. e. on the 11th, the Board 
met, and “the special committee to whom was referred the 
whole subject of an agency to Europe reported, and their 
report was accepted, and recommitted, for the purpose of taking 
into consideration the fifth article of the recommendations of 
the agent, submitted to the Board October 13th, 1825, and the 
whole subject connected with the foreign agency.” 

That recommendation was in these words, viz. “ V. To con- 
nect with the agency to Europe a mission to the Jews, in order 
to obtain such information as may lead the Board in their fu- 
ture operations, either to the purchase of an extended settlement, 
or the application of our funds to the sending of missionaries to 
the Jews,” 

At this meeting “ the Rev. Dr. Rowan” (who had made the 
+» womens Be was added to the committee on the subject 
of an agency to Europe.” 


But the Doctor’s services were not needed by the committee. 
They never sent for him to attend any of their deliberations, 
until the regular monthly meeting of the Board on the 25th of 
April, when he was notified to meet the committee at the room 
where the Board were to meet, one hour before the time at which 
the Board was called. 

He met with, he thinks, three of them; and in the little time 
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allotted to him, conscientiously urged upon them the importance 
of the agency ; and informed them, that whatever might be the 
future operations of the Society, a FOREIGN AGENCY WOULD BE 
AMONG THE FIRST MEASURES THEY WOULD apopT; and that 
without it they could not proceed. 

At that meeting of the Board, “ the committee requested fur- 
ther time ;” and on the 3d of May, the next meeting, they re. 
commended the following resolution, which was adopted, viz, 
“‘ Resolved, that it is inexpedient, at present, to prosecute further 
the subject of a foreign agency, or TO CONDUCT A MISSION To 
THE JEWS, WITH THE ULTERIOR OBJECT OF COLONIZING THEM 
IN THIS COUNTRY.” 

The prediction of the agent has heen fully verified by subse- 
quent events. After attempting to alter the constitution, so as 
to make the Society any thing but what was originally designed, 
and failing in the attempt; after struggling to get the matter be- 
fore the legislature of New-York to alter the charter, and failing 
in the struggle ; they appointed “a committee to devise measures 
by which the object of this Society, as speciFIED IN THE con- 
stiruTION, may be successfully prosecuted.” And will it be 
believed, that Dr. Spring, the then chairman of that committee ; 
the man who, on the 4th and 6th of April, took so much 
pains to destroy a missionary agency, did, on the 12th of De- 
cember, 1826, send to the Board, in hts own hand-writing, a 
report recommending such an agency? Credible or not, it ts « 
fact! and ought not this homage, paid to the sagacity and in- 
tegrity of the minority, to satisfy them? It ought, under ordinary 
circumstances. It ought, if the homage was cordial. But since, 
as one of the majority remarked, in substance, “ you need not 
thank us for coming to this result—we cannot help ourselves,” 
we may justly fear that they have ulterior views ; and therefore 
boldly declare, as honest men, that we never will be satisfied, 
until they act under the constitution. Then we will cordially 
hail them, and give them our co-operation. 

In order to possess our readers of all that belongs to one 
given subject, as far as the Board have considered it, we have 
gone over a space of time from April to December ; and before 
we venture to take up the regular chain, we put into their hands 
one link connecting the past proceedings. 

On the 6th of April, “ Mr. George Wilson gave notice, that 
he should enter a protest against the proceedings.” He repeat- 
ed this notice on the 11th and 25th of April. On the 3d of 
May, “ Dr. Piatt gave notice that he should protest against the 
proceedings of the Board relative to the business of the foreign 
agency”—and on the 6th of May, on which was held the closing 
meeting previous to the anniversary, “ Messrs G. Wilson, D. 5. 
Lyon, W. F. Piatt, R. M’Cartee, P. Van Zandt, Jun. and J. 6. 
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Dykman, presented a protest against the proceedings of the 
Board from the 6th of April last. ‘The protest was read, and 
ordered to be put on file.” It is as follows, viz. 

“ Whereas the Board of Directors of the American Society for 
meliorating the condition of the Jews, after an advisement and se- 
rious deliberation of the matter for the space of two years, and 
from time to time postponing a definue decision as to terms, 
thereby affording ample time for mature reflection, and an op- 
portunity for a salutary interchange of sentiment amongst its 
members, did, with a view to carry into eflect the objects of its 
institution, on the 28th day of March last, at a lawful meeting 
of the Board, with great unanimity, request the tev. Dr. Ste- 
phen N. Rowan, of the city of New-York, to afford his answer 
to his appointment, previously made, of agent of the Board to 
Europe; consulting, as it was religiously believed in the adop- 
tion of the measure, the soundest policy and the anxious wish of 
the Christian public conversant with the subject; and fondly 
trusting, thereby, more fully to arouse and concentrate the al- 
ready awakening energies of the church in behalf of a degraded, 
oppressed, and despised, though once highly favoured people, 
the peculiar objects of the Society ; to subserve the true interests 
of humanity, and effectually to animate the hope cherished 
through every age of the church connected with its attendant 
promised blessings to-the rest of mankind: 

“ And whereas after the adoption of this measure, its com- 
munication to the Reverend gentleman named as the agent or 
missionary, the commitment of the Board in the premises be- 
yond the practicability of a retreat; a number of gentlemen, 
heretofore neither members of the Society, nor Directors thereof, 
congregated for the purpose, as is most seriously believed by a 
disappointed minority, many, if not most of whom had failed in 
their attendance at the meetings of the Board—availing them- 
selves of a clause in the constitution, (affording colourable pre- 
text for the intrusion, though applicable in its spirit and con- 
struction rather to honorary than to efficient Directorships,) the 
constitution of the Society providing that the business of the So- 
ciety be conducted by a Board of Directors annually chusen, (as 
isinthe 4th article thereof mentioned,) on the 6th day of last April 
procured a reconsideration of the vote settling the expediency 
of the agency above mentioned, without any previous intimation 
thereof, or assigning any just or warrantable grounds for such 
procedure ; and did, on the 3d day of May, resolve, that 
such agency is inexpedient: all which, in the estimation of the 
undersigned, was, in effect, subversive of every principle of or- 
der, destructive of legitimate legislation and authority of the 
constitution uf the Society, and calculated to destroy the Insti- 
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tution itself; and whereas a majority of the Directors, procuring 
votes by the payment of money as aforesaid, did, on the 25th 
day of April, pass a vote recommending an alteration of the 
second article of the constitution, which is: declarative of the 
object o! the Society, and which alteration, if it is adopted 
will defeat the original object of the Society, for the accom. 
plishment of which its funds have, in good faith, been given and 
received: 

et “The undersigned, therefore, deprecating the evils complained 
of, in all their awful tendencies—to warn al] of the adoption of 
so dangerous a precedent, (the subjecting the legitimate opera- 
tions of religious and charitable institutions to the arbitrary 
controul of misapplied wealth by the purchase of votes,) to dis- 
charge themselves before the world of all the consequences of 
the destruction of a Society whose object is dear to their hearts, 
by this assumption of legislative qualification, this exercise of 
unlawful legislation in the premises, and the cousequent high- 
handed violation of rightful authority, do hereby most solemnly 
A against all and every the actings and doings complain- 
ed of.” 

We now revert to a period in this history, anterior to the 
presentation of the protest against the proceedings. We have 
stated that the gentlemen who came into the Direction by the 
payment of money, did so for the purpose of alienating the funds 
of the Society from the object declared in the constitution. Our 
proof isin their acts. At the first meeting, on the 5th of April, 
they had not time to develope their plans. But five days afier, 
viz, on the 11th of April, by a vote of 23 to 11, they “ Resolv- 
ed, that a committee be appointed to report on the expediency 
of recommending to the Society so to alter the constitution as 
to leave the board at liberty to operate in meliorating the con- 
dition of the Jews orHerwise than by colonizing thew, to 
which the constitution solely refers.”’ 

This is our proof. If language more exclusive of the object 
declared in the constitution can be found, we are mistaken. 
The committee reported, on the 25th of the same month, and 
their report was adopted by a vote of 18 to ¥. As it was this 
report which led to the remarks of one of the Directors, which 
were suippressed by the Board ; and as we intend to insert those 
remarks in this connection, that our readers may judge whether 
it was worth $15 to suppress them, we think it no more than 
right to publish the report on which the “ remarks” were made. 
The auxiliary Societies have seen the report: our new subscr!- 


bers have not. 
"(To be continued. ) 
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EIGHTEENTH REPORT 


Of the London Society for promoting Christianily amongst the Jews, read at the 
Annual Meeting, May 5th, 1826. 


Your Committee now proceed to the discharge of their an- 
nual duty, by laying before you a Report ot their Proceedings 
during the past year. They do so with mingled feelings ot 
humiliation and gratitude ; of humiliation, arising from a seuse 
of the inadequacy of their exertions when compared with the 
magnitude and importance of the cause in which.they are en- 
gaged ;~of gratitude, that the great Head of the Church should 
have condescended to employ them at all in preparing the way 
for the return of his ancient people to himself, and for that 
measure of success with which their feeble efforts have been 
blessed. 

They will, as usual, commence their Report with,an account 
of their 

DOMESTIC OPERATIONS. 


It is with great satisfaction that your Committee are enabled 
to repeat their conviction, that the interest felt by British 
Christians in the spiritual welfare of the Jewish nation is pro- 
gressively increasing. This fact has been confirmed by the 
united testimony of those Clergymen who have during the past 
year kindly visited the various Auxiliaries as advocates of the 
cause. They have generally found a more numerous attendance 
at the Meetings, and have perceived a growing attention to the 
subject amungst many who had hitherto been insensible to its 
importance. Three new Auxiliaries have been formed during 
the past year, one in the city of Bath, another at Huddersfield, 
and the third at Birmi:gham; while in several other new places 
collections have been made by pious individuals, and a founda- 
tion has been thus laid for more extended exertions in future. 

With renewed feelings of thankfulness your Committee 
acknowledge the important aid derived from the contributions 
of their female friends to the resources of the past year. From 
the Sale of Work in London alone, and of some of the residue 
subsequently at Brighton, the sum of £266 has been received, 
which, with the sums of three former years, has added nearly 
£1000 to the funds of the Society. For the articles which have 
beeu disposed of with such advantage, thanks are especially 
due to Ladies in Birmingham, Boston, Bradfield, Brighton, 
Cambridge, Carlisle, ( hichester, Colchester, Exeter, Hereford, 
Horsham, Huddersfield, Hull, Knaresborough, Litilebury, Louth, 
Ludlow, Manchester, Maidstone, Ne wcastle-u on-Tyne, Pen- 
ryn, Reading, Stoke by Nayland, Leakeaipdie Toeah Worcester, 
and the vicinity of London. At Bath, Bristol, Cheltenham, 
Derby, Gainsborough, Gloucester, and Southampton, similar 
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sales have been held, which have also been proportionab|\ 
productive. 

The friends of the cause of Israel in reland have not relaxed 
their zealous exertions during the past year, the result of which 
has been remitted to the Pareut Society, in the sum of £1059. 
On comparing this sum with that received from lreland in the 
last year’s Report, there will appear to be a deficiency ot £100, 
but this is accounted for, by the circumstance of a legacy of 
£100 having been then received, and a legacy uf only £5 having 
this year come to hand, and also that the payment of au accus. 
tomed donation of £100 has from particular circumstances 
been postponed. Notwithstanding, however, the apparent dimi- 
nution, it is pleasing to know that the income received irom 
Auxiliary Societies, and from the subscriptions of individuals, 
has increased. | 

From Scotland between 3 and £400 have been received. 

The Committee have likewise to report the receipt of the 
following Legacies : 

From the late Mrs. Chapman. - & £20 
Mr. Willian Sharpe . . . . . 50 
Mrs. Hanson, of Reading .. . 30 

They have also received «flicial intelligence of the bequest 
of other legacies, to the amount of £1060, of which 21200 
were due, and would have been paid during the last year, but 
for the sudden fall in the price of the funds, which induced the 
executors to refrain from selling out for that purpose. 

From these various sources, your Committee have received 
an income of £13,193. 9s. 9d., which, had the legacies above 
alluded to been paid, would together have been an increase 
beyond that of the previous year of £678. 8s. 8d.; and for the 
supply of these necessary means of carrying on their work, 
they desire to render their devout thanksgivings to Him who 
hath all hearts at his disposal, and whose are “ the silver and 
the gold.” 

In the three last Reports, your Committee have expressed 
their conviction, not only that a diminished hostility has been 
evinced by the Jews of England towards the labours of the 
Society, but that a measure of attention towards Christianity 
itself has been awakened amongst them. ‘This conviction bas 
certainly been strengthened and confirmed by the events of the 
last year. ' 

The disposition on the part of some of their rabbies to dis- 
cuss the point at issue, in the pages of the Jewish Expusiior, 
still continues to be manifested, and there is reason to hope 
that that publication is read by many amongst them, who 
have thus had, perhaps for the first time, beth sides of the ques 
tion presented to their consideration. The continued attendance 
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of some Jews and Jewesses at the monthly Typical Lectures, 
preached by your Chaplain on the first Sunday evening of 
the month, at the Episcopal Jews’ Chapel, has encouraged 
him to open a second Lecture, addressed to the Jews on the 
first Wednesday evening of each month, in which he has been 

romised the assistance of some of the most able aud zealous 
Advocates of the cause of Israel. The Rev. Charles Simeon, 
the Rev, Wm. Marsh, and the tev. John Sargem, have already 
assisted in this work, and on each occasion several Jewish 
hearers have been present, to listen to their forcible arguments 
and affectionate appeals. May tie God of Israel vouchsafe his 
blessing on this undertaking, and guide the wandering feet of 
many of his ancien! people to a sanctuary, erected for the pro- 
motion of their spiritual and everlasting welfare ! 

Your Committee can state further, that a degree of attention 
to the subject of Christianity has also been awakened amongst 
the Jews of some of the largest commercial towns at a distance 
from the metropolis, which may be traced, under the divine 
blessing, to the Auxiliary Societies established in those places. 

At the meeting of the Liverpool Society, held in August last, 
a considerable number of Jews were present, and about fifty 
attended a sermon afterwards, addressed to them from the pul- 
pit; and on the following day a conversation was held with 
several of them, who, if they did not profess themselves con- 
vinced of the truth of what they heard, evinced during the dis- 
cussion a truly candid and amicable spirit. When it is « onsider- 
ed, that on the first establishment of a Society at Liverpool, 
much bitter hostility was displayed by the Jews, the pleasing 
change which has recently appeared may well operate as a sti- 
mulus tw the friends of the cause to renewed perseverance in the 
work of faith in which they are engaged. 

In the Report of last year, your committee alluded to infor- 
mation which they had received, but which they were not then 
at liberty fully to publish, of the awakening of a spirit of inqui- 
ry in another considerable town, where an active Auxiliar 
Society has been for some time established, and of the expected 
baptism of the officiating reader of the synagogue there, ai the 
expence ofall his temporal emoluments. What has since taken 
place at Plymouth has amply confirmed the truth of this infor- 
imation. 

Soon after the last anniversary meeting, at which it was 
announced, Mr. Alexander, the officiating reader of the Jewish 
synagogue at Plymouth, made a public profession of his faith 
in the Saviour, before a large congregation in the parish church 
of St. Andrew. In becoming a Christian, he has forfeited a 
situation which yielded him a comfortable support, and by sa- 
crificing his little all for Christ’s sake, has afforded a satisfactory 
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proof to tne most incredulous of the sincerity of his convictions. 
{t has since pleased God to enlighted the mind, and convert the 
heart of his wife, a very respectable daughter of Israel, who has 
subsequently received the ordinance of baptism at Exeter. The 
clerical friends of the Society who visited the western Auxilia- 
ries, in the autumn of last year, were much gratified with what 
they saw and heard of this interesting couple, and perceiving 
their humility and readiness to suffer for Christ’s sake, could 
not but “ glorify God in them.” Mr. Alexander has since re- 
moved to Dublin, where he is endeavouring, for the present, to 
obtain a maintenance by giving instruction in the Hebrew lan- 
guage. 

Your committee cannot omit noticing the baptism of two 
other Jews, one on Christmas day last, at Exeter, by the tiev. 
Matthew Vicars, and the uther at Redciiffe Church, Bristol, by 
the Rev. M. Whish. In both case. due caution appears to have 
been used in admitting the candidates to the ‘oly ordinance; 
and the friends of the cause may reasonably hope, as doubtless 
they will earnestly pray, that they may prove to be “ Israelites 
indeed, in whom is no guile.” It is a pleasing fact, that both 
had been quickened in their pursuit of divine truth by the in- 
struction of Mr. Alexander, with whom they had been previously 
acquainted. In recording such instances of the conversion of 
individuals, through the means of your Society, your commit- 
tee would desire to be always understood as expressing the 
language of that “ charity” which “hopeth all things,” the 
stream of which a few, or even many disappointments, must 
by no means be permitted to interrupt. While, however, they 
would exclude with abhorrence those feelings of unchristian 
suspicion which such disappointments have a tendency to en- 
gender, they would encourage every proper exercise of caution, 
reme bering that God alone searcheth the heart, and that time 
and future conduct are in all cases necessary to cunfirm and 
establish religious sincerity. 

In concluding their report of what is hopeful amongst the 
Jews in England, your committee would refer to an appeal 
which they ventured last year to make to their clerical friends, 
in behalf of such Israelites as might be found resident in their 
respecti:e parishes. | 

Your committee can imagine, that the supposed difficulty o! 
addressing the Jews may have hindered some from making the 
attempt, who were otherwise disposed to admit the force of the 
appeal itself. Few feel themselves prepared to enter upon the 
Jewish question, or upon those learned critical discussions ol 
the interpretation of nrophecy, and the refutation of those ob- 
jections which the Jews are much more able to produce, than 
Christians in general to answer. 
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Your committee would mention, however, for encouragement 
under such circumstances, that the experience of the Society 
has shown that little good is to be expected from merely learn- 
ed and critical disputations with the ewe for which so few are 
prepared, and which often only tend to irritate the pride and 


obstinacy of contending parties. The Gospel must be preached 
frum the heart to the heart. The Jew must be treated as our 
fellow man and our fellowsinner. ‘The curse of the law, under 


which he lies, must be urged upon his conscience, and the neces- 
sity of a thorough conversion of heart must be proved from his 
own Scriptures. Thus the attention of the Jew will be turned 
away from those cavils and objections which it 1s easy to urge, 
and fixed upon vital and practical points. What your commit- 
tee conceive to be the proper method of dealing with the Jews 
will be best understood by a reference to their tracts, Nos. 42, 
44, and 47, drawn up by the Rev. Mr. Thelwall, by an atten- 
tive perusal of which they conceive any of their friends who 
may wish to converse profitably with Jews will, under the di- 
vine blessing, find themselves competent to do so; and which, 
therefore, they earnestly recommend to their notice. 

Of the schools of the Society your committee are enabled to 
resent a satisfactory report. Nine boys and eleven girls have 

ep admitted during the past year. Seven boys have been 


put out as apprentices, and ten girls have been placed as ser- 
vants in Christian families. 


Two of the children admitted are from Plymouth ; and it is 
worthy of notice, that several Jewish children from other towns 
as well as from the metropolis, have received in your schools a 
Christian Education; a fact, which in some cases, has helped 
to recommend the cause of the Society in the places from whence 
they have come. ‘Thus, for instance, at the late meeting at Bath 
for the fo.mation of an Auxiliary Society, your Secretary sta- 
ted, and not without effect, that no less than five children, the 
ofispring of Jewish parents resident in that city, had received, 
or were receiving in the schools of the institution, that instruc- 
lion which is able “ to make them wise unto salvation, through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus.” The progress of the children 
in religious knowledge, during the last year, has been satisfac- 
tory, and their public examination in Lent in their catechism, 
and in the Scriptures, afforded much gratification to those who 
were present. Your committee have also much pleasure in 
being able to state, that the conduct of the majority both of 
boys and girls placed out as apprentices and servants, has been 
such as to entitle them, on the testimony of their masters and 
mistresses, to the annual rewards which are assigned for this 
purpose. The result of this has been, that your committee have 
found no difficulty in procuring proper situations for such as 
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have been prepared to go out; and they may add, that they 
have not unfrequently bad more applications for apprentices 
than they have been able to supply. There are now in the 
schools thirty-eight boys, and forty-eight girls. 

The number of Publications issued by your Committee has 
not been so large as im some former years, for the same reasuy 
as that which was stated in their last Report. 

Of the Holy Scriptures entire, a little more than two thousand 
copies have been sent out; and of tracts coi.taining disti. c: 
books of the Bible, either together or separate, about four 
thousand. Of English tracts, about 131,000 have been circy- 
lated ; and of Hebrew and German Hebrew, abvut 19,000. Ip 
addition to these, about 15,000 have been printed in Holland and 
Germany at the expense of the Society, and circulated there. 

The new edition of the whole Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament in Hebrew, mentioned in the last Report as under- 
taken by the Committee, is in progress, and no pains will be 

ared to render it complete. Some parts of it will be published 
early in the ensuing summer. Your Committee have also to 
report, that in consequence of the pressing necessity which exists 
for a translation of the Old Testament Scriptures into the Judeo- 
Polish language, they have consented to the proposal of the 
Rev. A M’Caul to employ himself in effecting that work, and 
have undertaken to print it when finished; and they feel assured, 
that the circulation of the whole Scriptures amongst at least 
500.000 Jews and Jewesses in Poland, who cannot understand 
the Biblical Hebrew, will be a sufficient guarantee for the sup- 
port of the friends of Israel to enable them to fulfil their engage- 
ment. The five books of Moses are daily expected to arrive, 
when they will be immediately put to press. 

Your Sommined have with deep regret to report, that there 
has been no increase in the number of Missionary students in 
your seminary during the past year. They are sorry to add, 
that the number then reported has been diminished by the death 
of Mr. Wm. Sharpe, who after taking his degree at Cambridge, 
entered your Seminary to prepare himself to go forth as a mis- 
sionary to the Jews under the direction of the Society, but at 
his own expense. Soon after his arrival at the seminary, bis 
health began to decline, and it has pleased God finally to remove 
him from this scene of trial; no doubt, graciously accepting the 
will for the deed, and giving him a place with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, in his kingdom above. Mr. Sharpe bequeathed 2 
legacy of fifty pounds to the Society as a last token of his regard 
for the cause in which they are engaged : ; 

Mr. Nicolayson, who was mentioned in the last Report as 
having gone to visit his friends in Denmark previous to his bene 
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employed as a missionary in Palestine, has proceeded to that 
country, where he will co-operate with Dr. Dalton and the Rev. 
Mr. Lewis; the latter of whom is now in England, but who will 
soon return to the scene of his labours. There are at present 
only five students in the seminary of the Society. Your Com- 
mittee cannot close this part of their report without calling with 


renewed earnestitss upon the friends of Israel to be fervent in 
their supplications to the Lord of whe harvest, to raise up and 


send forth an increasing number of faithful, patient, and devoted 
igbourers into the Jewish field. The number of the dispersed 
children of Judah must be considered, at the lowest computation, 
as six millions, and what are twenty-five missionaries among so 
many? Stations where properly qualified men might be usefully 
employed are continually presenting themselves to your Com- 
mittee; and it has been in some cases a matter of unfeigned 
regret, that they have been unable to comply with the pressing 
solicitations of their Christian friends abroad on this subject. 
Your Committee trust that this appeal will not be made to you 
in vain; that you will bear it on your minds not only now, but 
when you are on your kness in the secrecy of your closets; for 
they feel assured that if prayer were made without ceasing «nto 
God in this behalf, they should in due season see this lack of 
servive abundantly.cupplied by pastors after his own heart, who 
should feed his ancient people with knowledge and under- 
standing. 

The Rey. Peter Treschow having intimated his desire to 
resign his situation of Foreign Secretary, and to return to Ger- 
many, and your committee, considering that he might be use- 
fully employed there as an agent and correspondent of the So- 
ciety, have, after mature consideration, appointed him as such, 
and he is now accordingly resident at Newied, where his ser- 
vices have already proved useful. 

Your Committee will now direct your attention to their 


FOREIGN OPERATIONS. 
In commencing with 


The Netherlands, 


They have to report that your missionary, the Rev. A. S- 
Thelwall, has continued, as far as his health would permit, to 
labour at Amsterdam, assisted by Mr. Stockfield and Mr. 
Chevalier. From Mr. Thelwall, who is at present in England, 
your Committee have received a faithful account of the present 
state of the Jews in Holland, in which, while there is much that 
is dark and discouraging, there are not wanting some features 
of a brighter and more favourable aspect. In the midst of a 
manifest decline of Jewish prejudice and superstition, he laments 
the prevalence of a general unconcern and apathy on the subject 
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of religion, especially in the large towns, where multitudes 

found wholly absorbed in pate: pre Uns and indifierenee 
so that no general disposition can be discerned amongst them, 
(that is, as far as respects any prospects of immediate success, ) 
of a favourable nature. The few who are seeking the truth are 
afraid of the rest, and conceal their sentiments, which makes i: 
impossible to form a correct idea of their number and pro- 
oor. From time to time, however, individuals have come: 
orward to make a decisive profession of that truth, which fo; 
three or four years before had been working in their minds 
and this affords reason to hope that the same process may be 
going on with others, a supposition which various other circum. 
stances confirm. Mr. Thelwall also states, that amid the genera! 
indiflerence and infidelity which prevails amongst the more 
educated part of the Dutch Jews, there are some instances of a 
return to Pharisaical strictness in its most rigid form, which he 
considers as an encouraging sympton, inasmuch as the revival 
of an earnest attention to religion in any shape, is more hopeful 
than a continuance in utter carelessness and irreligion. In the 
Netherlands, it appears, the deplorable ignorance in which the 
great mass of the Jews are sunk presents a formidable barrier 
to any efforts for their instruction in Christianity; but even here 
it is to be noted, as a favourable circumstance, that they begin 
to feel sensible of their condition, and that some attention to 
the education of their children is manifested in various places. 
The most encouraging circumstance, however, to be observed 
amongst the Jews in Holland, according to Mr. Thelwall’s 
statement, is, that though the instances of conversion are few, they 
are very decided and substantial. He speaks with the greatest 
delight of the Christian intercourse which he is able to maintain 
with six individuals in one family, whose walk and conversation 
are examplary. Of these, he further states, Mr. Da Costa and 
Dr. Cappadoce are not only adorning the Gospel themselves, 
but are earnestly contending for the faith once delivered to the 
saints, in opposition to an ungodly world. Mr. Da Costa has 
for some time been delivering to some of his friends a course 
of lectures on the Acts of the Apostles, considered with a special 
reference to the work and influences of the Holy Spirit. About 
sixteen or eighteen, mostly young men, are gathered round him, 
and compose his class, and amongst these are some of the best 
farnilies in Holland, and some who are students for the ministry. 
Besides this interesting family, Mr. Thelwall mentions that he 
has become acquainted with four or five Jewish individuals 10 
humbler situations, who give evidencé, as far as men can judge, 
of a real conversion to Christianity. He states also having 
heard that in a little town in one of the provinces, two Jew- 
ish families, consisting of eighteen persons, have lately bee" 
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baptized, whose attention was first awakened to the subject of 
Christianity by a sermon preached at the baptism of Mr. Da 
Costa, and afierwards published. Mr. Stockfield, who has seen 
these individuals, has informed Mr. Thelwall, that though some 
amongst them may have been partly influenced by worldly mo- 
tives, yet that others appear to be actuated by a truly C hristian 
spirit. Wtule Mr. Thelwall has been chiefly resident in Am- 
sterdam, Mr. Stockfield has travelied in the Netherlands and 
in Germany. He has found amongst the Jews a greater readi- 
ness to hear than he expected, and has had many opportunities 
of preaching the Gospel to them in both countries. At Arn- 
heim, in Guilderland,-Mr. Stockfield met with an old Christian 
lady who took particular interest in the spiritual welfare of the 
Jews, and had prevailed on several Jewish females to call upon 
her from time to time, and to converse with her on the subject 
of religion, and seemed to be wonderfully taught of God, in the 
wise and faithful manner in which she was enabled tu speak to 
them. Such an example deserves not only to be recorded, but 
to be held up as worthy of imitation by Christian ladies in other 
laces. 

‘ The following extract of a letter of Mr. Stockfield, under 
date of Horstgen, near Rheinberg, Dec. 2, 1825, shows that 
one important effect produced by the labours of your Soviety, 
has been to lead the Jews to a more attentive perusal of their 
own Scriptures : 

“One Jew at Meceurs said to me, ‘ The Jewish Missionary 
Society does not at all obtain its aim.’ I asked him, ‘ Why 
not!” He answered, ‘ Because the more it labours to convert 
the Jews, the more they study and keep to the old Testament.’ 
l answered him, ‘I rejoice to hear this from you, for it proves 
to me that we surely shall obtain our aim.’ I then showed to 
hin and the other Jews who were present, the only way of sal- 
vation fully from the Old Testament alone, and proved to them 
that no man can be justified before God in any other way than 
by the everlasting righteousness which the Messiah has wrought 
out and brought in by his suffering and death on the cross. 
On this he was quite silent.” 

On the whole, Mr. Stockfield represents the result of his ex- 
perience during his eight months’ missionary tour to be, his con- 
vietion of the necessity of great patience, and perseverance in 
visiting the same places and persons again and again, to revive 
the impressions which may have been made, and to answer the 
objections of inquirers, and thinks it best, therefore, tou have a 
confined sphere of labour. He has also learned .not to place 
too much dependance on first appearances, having often found 
that those persons who at first had been most attentive, and 
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friendly, were afterwards the most careless and hostile - 
those who at first would not listen, were on subseqnent lie te 


most anxious to receive instruction. 
( To be continued. ) 


—-eoo— 


Chronicle of the Proceedings of the Americun Society for Meli:. 
rating the Condition of the Jews. 


At the regular meeting of the Board, in January, the com. 
mittee appointed to look out for a settlement, recommended the 
purchase of ten lots of ground, and several buildings thereon, at 
York-Ville, about four miles from this city, and on the Island 
of New-York. This report was rejected; and they were eon. 
tinued, to look out for a suitable place. 


AT 
NOTICES. 





Those Clergymen in whose mone Mr. Frey preached in his respective 
tours, Members of the Society for life, and donors to the funds of the A. S,, 


are informed, that as Israel’s Advocate is no longer published by the Board 
they cannot, as formerly, receive the work gratis. Copies of this Number 
are sentthem. But those who do not wish to continue it, will oblige us hy 
dropping a line to that effect, to “the Editor of Israel’s Advocate, New. 


York.” Those who wish to take it for the year, will to enclore to 
the same address $1, as the subscription is payable in advance. Those whe 
do not address the “ Editer” in one er other of these forms, will be con- 
sidered as subscribers, and have the succeeding numbers forwarded to them 
on the faith that a will pay for them. The Editor will, in no case, for-' 


ward a copy by packet or steam-boat. 


Communications of Essays on the Prophecies relating to the conversion 
of the Jews; and of any information relative to the progress of Christianity 
among them in our land, or elsewhere, are respectfully solicited for our 


pages. 


Israel’s Advocate will be edited, until further notice, by the Rev. Str- 
enes N. Rowan, D. D., at the request of a number of clerieal and lay 


members of the Board, and of the Society. 








